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AGUERREOTYPES FOR ALL !
—Walker & Horton’s rooms, No.
85 WATER STREET, are daily crowded with
those who are wise, seeking to secure their
likenesses before it be to late. But, alas !
many are now mourning for those departed
who have left no SHADOWY TOKEN to wipe the
tear from sorrow’s eye. What shall we say ?
Have the changes of life no warning voice to
induce you to secure a shadow, knowing that
the substance soon must fade ?
Daily are we growing older
Daily do our features change ;
Daily old familiar faces
Gather looks most sadly strange.
Forms we knew in youth and childhood,
Booming as the rose with health,
When our shout rang thro’ the wildwood,
And contentment was our wealth,
Now are bent with care and sorrow,
And the voice is week and shrill,
Faint and irksome are the breathings
As they mount the tedious hill
All must travel in the journey
From the cradle to the tomb ;
And the heart once strong and hopeful
Now is weak and filled with gloom.
Shall we note the rapid passing
Of the friends we love from earth,
And not seek while time is given
E’en to give an image birth ?
Pictures thus secured are precious ;
And we wear them in our heart,
Feeling that we have a treasure
That can never thence depart.
What would buy a loved one’s image,
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When that loved one is no more ?
How our eyes drink in the features

Which we knew in days of yore !
Then let’s seize the passing moment,

And preserve them while we many :
For on every leaf ’tis written—

We are passing fast away.

[End of text.]
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS:

The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly,
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text.

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources.

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled
without a thorough knowledge of safe use.

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain
truthfulness to the original text.
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