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Advertisement for William H. Butler, 19 March 1842 
(keywords: William H. Butler, history of the daguerreotype, history of photography) 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 
THE DAGUERREOTYPE: AN ARCHIVE OF SOURCE TEXTS, GRAPHICS, AND EPHEMERA 
The research archive of Gary W. Ewer regarding the history of the daguerreotype 
http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org 
EWER ARCHIVE P8420001 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Published in: 
Brother Jonathan: a Weekly Compend of Belles Lettres and the Fine Arts, Standard 
Literature, and General Intelligence (New York) 1:12 (19 March 1842): xlviii (of 
“advertising cover” pages). 
 
 

DAGUERREOTYPE APPARATUS of all descriptions—Daguerreotype Plates 
of all sizes, warranted to be the genuine article.  Superior Polishing substance. 
Lenses and Miniature Cases of all descriptions;  also, Apparatus for taking like- 
nesses, with directions that will enable a person of ordinary capacity, after their 
perusal, to operate the first time with complete success, carefully packed for 
transportation and for sale by the manufacturer,                 WM. H. BUTLER. 

7 1-2 Bowery, cor. of Division street. 
Portraits taken every day except Sunday.                                              m19 1t 
 

 
 
[End of text.] 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
EDITOR’S NOTES: 
The advertisement, coded for one appearance, is run again once in issue 1:15 (9 April 
1842): lx (of “advertising cover” pages). 

Butler’s involvement with the daguerreotype began at least by 1840. Two ca. 1840 
daguerreotypes in the collection of Dennis A. Waters exhibit a hallmark by Butler.1 A ca. 
1840 daguerreotype camera, with complete array of apparatus, is in the collection of 
Matthew R. Isenburg. Butler would become a principal operator for the entrepreneur, John 
Plumbe, and in 1847 purchased Plumbe’s New York gallery. He continued to operate at 
the 251 Broadway address for some years. 

Butler is mentioned among early daguerreotypists in, W. M. Chapman, “Our First 
Photographers,” St. Louis and Canadian Photographer (St. Louis) 14:3 (March 1896): 
114.2 

See also a later text regarding oil-colored daguerreotypes by Butler: “Daguerreotypes 
in Oil,” Morning Post (San Francisco) 1:122 (14 October 1851): n.p. (second page of 
issue).3 
 
1. http://www.finedags.com/dating/datingdags2.shtm 
2. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/P8960001_CHAPMAN_ST-LOUIS-CANAD_1896-03.pdf 
3. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/N8510024_DAGS-OIL_MORN-POST_1851-10-14.pdf 
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Prepared from: imaged original text from Google Books. 
(http://books.google.com/books?id=-_zmAAAAMAAJ) 

Original spelling/punctuation/grammar generally maintained without correction. Any in-text corrections 
are bracketed. 

The source text is Public Domain and may be freely quoted. As noted below, this document is 
copyright. 

If citing directly from this document, please reference the Ewer Archive number and provide the 
following citation credit: 

Gary W. Ewer, ed., The Daguerreotype: an Archive of Source Texts, Graphics, and Ephemera, 
http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org 

 
THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 
without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 
truthfulness to the original text. 
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