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. ime over mercury in a corresponding
A dark impression will be

nortlon.

uld only improve a light one. o
fpmctlcable, it is most expedlent that
L plate be submitted to the action of mer-
yxmmedmtely on coming from the cam-
We frequently, however, carry plates
miles in the plate-holders and after ex-
sing in the camera, bring them back to
hose to mercury, and obtain fine proofq
ver replace a picture over mercury, as it
i Imost sure to produce a dense blue film
or the shadows. This we are confident
occasioned by the action of light on the
sensitive portions of the plate, and made
appear only by subsequent exposure to
reury, being equivalent to solarization.

e now add one of the most frequent
ses of failure that all artists are subject
: this, as given by Mr. Daguerre, “con-
ts in the changes of temperature in ‘the
ospheric air, with which the plate is in
tact_from the first operation,- to that of
mercury. It is well known that as of-
as bodies, when cold, are exposed to a
rmer air, the humidity contained in it is
densed. It is to this effect that we must
ribute the difficulty experienced in opera-
g in a moist air, such as the atmosphere
especially when you come to the opera-
in of the mercury, which requires, to give
It a proper vapor, a heat of at least fifty

“This vapor, which begins by heating
e air contained in the apparatus, produces
he metal a mist which weakens the
pression. It is very evident that -this
Oist coaling is very injurious; if, for ex-
ple, you breathe several times on the
1 Blate, when it is taken out of the camera,

“The vapor, which becomés. condensed
e at the slightest difference of tempera-
fre between the surface of a%od) and the
Arounding ajr, contains in éuspensmn a
non volaule substance, “‘which might be

A4

ned by the quantity of mercury which |

called the atmosphenc deposu; ‘and, as
soon as an equal temperature is. estabh%hed

‘between the air and the surface of that

body, the humid vapor which had con-
densed upon it becomes volatlle, and, de-

positing upon it the sediment which it con- -

tdined, mixes with the air and becomes
again saturated with a new quantity of that
impure substance, the deposit above named.

«In order to paralyze as much as possi- -
ble this effect, the temperature of the plate '
may be kept higheér than that of the air
which surrounds it, during each of the op-
erations. ‘But it is not possible to carry this
heat to fifty degrees, so that it may be at

“the same degree as the vapor of the mercu-

ry, because, if the plate is exposed to that
degree of heat, afterit has ‘been subjected
to the operation of the light in the camera, "
the image would be obliterated or spoiled.’
<At first, I had attempted to absorb the
humidity of the air in the mercury box, by
the means usually resorted to for that pur-
pose, such as lime, &c.; but these means
proved imsufficient, and only complicated
the process, without giving any satisfactory -
results. Another means which has been
proposed consists in vaporizing the mercury
in the pneumatic machine ; by this process,
it is true, the mist on the plate is avoided;
but the plate is- thereby deprived of the
pressure of the air which is mdwpensable
to the formation of the image. Results thug
obtained are never free from imperfections.”
.The mercury bath should always be
kept covered:for two reasons: Eirst, to pre-
vent the dust from falling into it; sgcond,
that the former may not saturate thff atmo-
sphere. This latter result is the only dan-
ger of injuring the health of those engaged
in ‘the profession.
quently be brushed.
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The most dangerous enemy which the
Daguerreotype has to contend with is m-‘

conlestlbly human vanity.
® . < — - &
Indlﬁ'erence is the best expresswn for a
Daguerreotype.
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