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Selected text published in: 

Bertha Morris Parker, edit., Golden Book Encyclopedia Volume 5 [“Daguerreotype to 

Epiphyte”] (New York: Golden Press, 1959): 387. Reprinted with permission of Random 

House, Inc. 

 

 

DAGUERREOTYPE (da GER o type) 

 

George Washington never had his picture taken. He had it painted many time, but he 

lived before the days of photographs. 

The daguerreotype was an early kind of photograph. Instead of a film or a glass plate, 

a sheet of copper was used. It was coated with a mixture of chemicals just as films and 

plates are now. 

The name “daguerreotype” comes from the name of the Frenchman who invented it. 

He was Louis Daguerre, who was born the year Washington became president. 

Daguerreotypes were not very good pictures. People soon found way of improving on 

them. We owe the beautiful photographs we have now partly to Daguerre. (See 

INVENTIONS; PHOTOGRAPHY.) 

 

 

 
[caption:] It sometimes took 30 minutes to take a 

picture in the early days of daguerreotypes. 
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[End of text.] 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 

This encyclopedia was among the books the present editor possessed as a child. 

Fortunately, the text’s assertion that “daguerreotypes were not very good pictures,” did not 

make a lasting impression upon his young mind. 
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 

The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 

information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 

document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 

indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 

found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 

this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 

safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 

chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 

without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 

those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 

that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 

truthfulness to the original text. 
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