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T HE D AGUERREOTYPE .—When Mr. Francois Gouraud arrived in this city, bringing
the daguerreotype apparatus, and proposing to explain the process, we lent him what aid
we could, as our readers may remember; and subsequently, at various times, we gave him
an occasional paragraph, for which he expressed much gratitude.
For a year past, or thereabout, we had utterly lost sight and hearing of him; and the
conclusion we arrived at, long ago, was that he had gone back to France, disappointed
and perhaps dispirited. But the idea was agreeably dispelled yesterday morning, when, on
entering our workshop, we found lying upon our table three large morocco cases, on
opening which we found four large and admirable Daguerreotype views of the F ALLS OF
N IAGARA , with a letter from Mr. Gouraud, informing us that these were his first attempts
in that quarter. Beautiful they are certainly, and of course accurate to perfection. We
presume that they will be placed somewhere for public examination.
[End of text.]
————————————————————————————————————————————

EDITOR’S NOTES:
Further information regarding Gouraud is found in Ron Polito, “The Emergence of
Photography in Boston: 1840–1841,” The Journal: New England Journal of Photographic
History No. 164 (Spring 2005): 16–32. Polito’s article is also reprinted in Daguerreian
Annual 2006 (Pittsburgh: The Daguerreian Society, 2007): 154–73.
See also François Fauvel-Gouraud, Description of the Daguerreotype Process, or a
Summary of M. Gouraud’s Public Lectures, according to the Principles of M.
Daguerreotype. With a Description of a Provisory Method for Taking Human Portraits
(Boston: Dutton and Wentworth’s Print, 1840).1
1. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/F8400001_GOURAUD_MANUAL_1840.pdf
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The source text is Public Domain and may be freely quoted. As noted below, this document is
copyright.
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following citation credit:
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS:
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly,
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text.
The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources.
The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled
without a thorough knowledge of safe use.
The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain
truthfulness to the original text.
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