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California Daguerreotypes, Photographs, &c. 
 

It is probably that more daguerreotypes, photographs, ambrotypes, &c., are taken in 
San Francisco than in any other place of its size and population in the world. A well 
known artist has furnished the daily journals the following statistics: 

1.  A thousand light-pictures are taken every fortnight. 
2.  Their average cost is $3.50; some as low as fifty cents, others as high as $20. 

Painted photographs sometimes cost $50, or more. 
3.  There are twelve photographic establishments in the city, and their total receipts 

amount $3,500 per fortnight, or $300 each on an average. 
4.  Two-fifths of the light pictures are ambrotypes, one-fifth melainotypes or locket 

pictures taken on iron. The daguerreotypes taken are so few as scarcely to desire a place 
in the count. 

5. Three-fourths of the light-pictures are obtained to be sent to the Atlantic States. 
6.  The number of pictures taken in any given fortnight is usually in proportion to the 

number of passengers intending to depart on the next steamer. Most of the pictures are 
taken to the East by the passengers. 

7.  Most of the pictures, of each fortnight, are taken within a few days of the departure 
of the steamer. 
 
 
[End of text.] 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
EDITOR’S NOTES: 
This text is indicative of the daguerreotype’s displacement by other forms of photography. 
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 
without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 
truthfulness to the original text. 
 
© 2009, Gary W. Ewer. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 


