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Fixation of Images.—MM. Arago and Biot have given their testimony of a most
important discovery of M. Daguerre, in which he has discovered a substance that is so
sensible to the effect of light, as to receive and retain afterwards the colours thrown on it
in a darkened chamber. By this means a landscape or any external object may be taken in
its due proportions and proper colours, merely by the help of a lens. It is said to be so
accurate as to bear examination with a powerful magnifier. The operation requires about
8 minutes to make a permanent impression; but this will depend on the time of day and
intensity of the external light. M. Arago supposes in such a country as Egypt it would not
require above 2 minutes to do the same. M. Arago says that Daguerre at the request of
himself and associates actually produced a white image of the moon. If so this evinces an
extraordinary sensibility to light, as no means yet have been able to appreciate the
intensity of the lunar light.

[End of text.]

EDITOR’S NOTES:

This periodical continues under the revised title, Railway Magazine, and Steam Navigation
Journal. See also “Daguerre’s Photogenic Paper, and Fixation of Images,” Railway
Magazine, and Steam Navigation Journal (London) 6:38 (April 1839): 178.2
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS:

The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly,
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text.

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources.

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled
without a thorough knowledge of safe use.

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain
truthfulness to the original text.
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