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S UN - PAINTING .—We have all heard of the ingenious project which so long occupied
the sage people of Laputa—that of extracting sun-beams from cucumbers, so as to send
them about when evening drew near, and remove altogether that disagreeable impediment
to improvement, called Night. If the device had succeeded it would not have produced
greater astonishment than the discovery which is just now producing prodigious
excitement in France and considerable sensation in England—that of employing the sun
to create pictures, landscapes and portraits, persons and things; any object, indeed, which
Nature presents to the eye; taking the pencil out of the hands of all classes of artists,
except it may be the historical painter, and away from the engraver altogether! We have,
in type, a long article, on the subject; but really the lights are at present so much in
darkness that we do not know how to deal with it, in anything like a moderate space. First
came Mr Daguerre with his discovery—which he christened “The Daguerrotype;” next
our own accomplished countryman, Mr Fox Talbot, with his, which he named
“Photegenic Drawing.” More recently M. Desmaret has put forward his claims; from
Germany there is another applicant for the fame of it; but now it appears that the actual
inventor is a M. Neipce [Niépce—ed.], of Chalons-sur-Saône, who has been dead several
years; but even he, it seems, was indebted for the hint to a M. Charles. There is, however,
no question that the honour of the discovery does not belong to M. Daguerre; although it
is equally certain that he has the merit of considerably improving upon it.

[End of text.]
————————————————————————————————————————————

EDITOR’S NOTES:
The referenced “long” article “in type” never appears; the next articles on this topic of any
length appears in the August and September issues (after the disclosure of the Daguerre’s
process.)
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copyright.
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS:
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly,
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text.
The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources.
The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled
without a thorough knowledge of safe use.
The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain
truthfulness to the original text.
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