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Published in:
The Rover: a Weekly Magazine of Tales, Poetry, and Engravings (New York) 2:17 (20
December 1843): 272

THE DAGUERREOTYPE is daily developing new beauties, and is applied to various new
and unexpected objects; immense improvements are also made in taking likenesses with
this machine, which is superseding all other modes. The Boston Transcript says:—“Mr.
Osborn of South Boston, a practical chemist, called upon us on Saturday last, and,
modestly requesting to make us a present, placed in our hands a neat morocco miniature
case, upon opening which, there laid spread out before us the Transcript for Dec. 19—the
outside towards us, and the whole array of advertisements looking “as neat and cunning
as possible.” The Daguerreotype had done the deed, and our bantling diurnal was reduced
from the reputed “seven by nine” to the actual inch by inch and a half! The heading,
capital letters, and pictorial figures were clear to the naked eye, and by the aid of a twelve
power microscope the canny letter press may be read with ease. Altogether, it is the most
beautiful specimen of the art that we have ever seen—wholly free from the slightest blur
even upon the smallest letter.
[End of text.]
—————————————————————————————————————————————

EDITOR’S NOTES:
The individual mentioned as making this miniscule, microscopic daguerreotype, “Mr.
Osborn of South Boston, a practical chemist,” does not appear to correspond with any
entry in John Craig’s, Craig’s Daguerreian Registry.
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS:
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly,
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text.
The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources.
The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled
without a thorough knowledge of safe use.
The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain
truthfulness to the original text.
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