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—Our friend, Zealy, of Columbia, S. C., is peculiarly favored of the Muses. The 
following poem sent to us is the second we have had to record to his praise. 

TO MR. ZEALY, THE DISTINGUISHED ART- 
IST, IN RETURN FOR THE PRESENT OF 
MY HUSBAND’S DAGUERREOTYPE. 

My Husband’s picture to the life, 
O, bless the art to which I owe it! 

Her thanks would, now, a grateful wife 
Return to him, who did bestow it. 

Who, without fee, without reward, 
Conferr’d on her, so great a treasure, 

One, that her heart and eyes regard 
Above all price, beyond all measure. 

A happiness to her for life, 
Her husband, evermore, beside her, 

Death, absence, howsoever rife, 
Now, cannot, from him, all divide her. 

“The art that can immortalize,” 
Hath, to her latest gaze, ensur’d him; 

Hath given, ever, to her eyes, 
All, all that to her soul endeared him. 

The experience of that guileless heart, 
The beamings forth of that pure spirit, 

These, evermore, this noble art, 
Hath given, for her, to inherit. 

Not hers, by what dim time confess, 
Not hers, alone, by dream or vision, 

But her, aye, demonstrably hers, 
While sight and light perform their mission. 

    M. M. 
Columbia, August 18th, 1851 
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[End of text.] 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
EDITOR’S NOTES: 
The daguerreotypist J. T. Zealy, of Columbia, North Carolina, is best known for his series 
of daguerreotypes (commissioned by Louis Agassiz) of African-born slaves working in 
plantations near Columbia. The daguerreotypes are now in the collection of the Peabody 
Museum, Harvard University.1 For a discussion of the daguerreotypes, see Brian Wallis, 
“Black Bodies, White Science: Louis Agassiz’s Slave Daguerreotypes,” American Art 9:2 
(Summer 1995): 39–61. 
 
1. http://preserve.harvard.edu/daguerreotypes/browse-studios.html 
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 
without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 
truthfulness to the original text. 
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