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EVERY one is familiar with the Daguerreotype, in which not only likenesses of 

persons, but images of all kinds of objects are transferred from the lens of the camera 

obscura, and permanently fixed on metallic plates. Though it is said to have been the joint 
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invention of M. Daguerre and M. Niepce, yet common consent seems to have given it the 

name of the former. The engraving gives the appearance of the man whose name is thus 

associated with one of the most interesting discoveries of the age. It was copied from a 

daguerreotype of M. Daguerre, taken in France by Messrs. Meade. 

 

 
[End of text.] 

 

The graphic is also available in JPG format: 

http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/graphics/P8530005_DAGUERRE_FAM-XIAN-ALMANAC_1853.php 

————————————————————————————————————————————— 

EDITOR’S NOTES: 

The half-plate daguerreotype of Daguerre (of which this illustration is derived) was taken 

by Charles R. Meade. The editor is unaware of any photographic reproductions of the 

original plate. The location of the original daguerreotype, if extant, is unknown. 

The oval portrait portion of the portrait illustration subsequently appears in Student and 

Schoolmate and Forrester’s Boys & Girls Magazine (Boston) 6:6 (October 1858): 196.1 

A similar illustration of daguerreotypist and sitters is seen in an advertisement for the 

gallery of J. D. Marsters, Baltimore. Both illustrations appear in 1853; It isn't known which 

one might have been copied from the other. See Business Directory of Baltimore City, for 

1853. (Baltimore: Traveller Office, 1853): xviii.2 
 

1. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/P8580003_DAGUERRE_STUDENT_1858-10.pdf 

2. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/advert/P8530006_MARSTERS-AD_DIRECT-BALT_1853.pdf 
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 

The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 

information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 

document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 

indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 

found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 

this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 
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The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 

safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 

chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 

without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 

those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 

that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 

truthfulness to the original text. 
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