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“If the following lines are of any use to your amateur readers they are welcome to them,
and I really believe they have great practical truth in them.
Whene’er the wind is in the East,
Use twice the seconds at the least,
And if the East incline to North,
Take not the wretched sitter forth.
Come cloud electric, or of hail,
Then every picture’s sure to fail.
But with light zephyrs from the West,
In scarce five seconds ’t is imprest:
And if the West incline to South,
In three you have eyes, nose and mouth.
Your constant Reader,
POETA PHOTOGRAPHICUS.

[End of text.]
————————————————————————————————————————————

EDITOR’S NOTES:
This brief poem provides a rough guide to portraiture exposure times based on light and
weather conditions.
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS:
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly,
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text.
The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources.
The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled
without a thorough knowledge of safe use.
The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain
truthfulness to the original text.
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