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D AGUERREOTYPE G ALLERY OF R OGUES .—We observe that the New York
Detective Police Office have adopted a very simple method of putting their officers and
the public on their guard against men and women, who make the perpetration of crime a
regular business. Exact portraits of them are taken and suspended in the office, and thus
their features become familiar to the police and the public.
The great obstacle to the success of such an experiment is the facility of disguise. A
change in the color of the hair—an excision of the eyebrows—the assumption of a wig or
a moustache, or a set of teeth, so completely metamorphoses a face that only a very close
and skillful observer could detect the resemblance in the portrait.
We lately heard a gentleman state, that he was called to identify two men whom he
had caught in a felonious act. Both culprits were in the dark. One of them he instantly
recognized, but of the other he denied any knowledge—was positive that he was not the
man,—and was going off the stand with this conviction, when the accused was told to put
on his wig. He looked very innocent, as if he did not know what upon earth his Honor
meant, but the officer drew the wig from his pocket and put it upon the fellow’s head,
when the witness instantly identified him as the veritable rogue!
To meet the new order of things at the police office, a cotemporary print has the
boldness to spoil a smooth couplet current in one of the lower spheres of society.
He that steals wot isn’t his’n
When he’s cotch’d must go to prls’n.

by making it read,
He that steals wot is’nt his’n
When he’s cotch’d must go and have
His daguerreotype tak’n.

[End of text.]
————————————————————————————————————————————

EDITOR’S NOTES:
The use of the daguerreotype as a tool in law enforcement accompanied the initial
announcements of the daguerreotype:
What will become of the poor thieves, when they shall see handed in as evidence
against them their own portraits, taken by the room in which they stole, and in the
very act of stealing!
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“New Discovery,” Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine (Edinburgh and London)
45:281 (March 1839): 384.1
The idea of deterrence is carried even further:
There will be no safety for rogues. Every apple-orchard, store-house, and coatpocket, will contain a self-regulating photographic machine faithfully performing
its functions, while the depredator is executing his.
“Picture Pausing II.—Daguerreotypes,” Christian Watchman (Boston) 27:20 (15
2
May 1846): 77.
See also “A Good Idea,” Daily Union (Sacramento) 1:74 (12 June 1851): n.p. (second
page of issue).3
1. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/P8390016_NEW-DISCOV_BLACKWOODS_1839-03.pdf
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS:
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly,
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text.
The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources.
The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled
without a thorough knowledge of safe use.
The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain
truthfulness to the original text.
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