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A FESTIVAL OF ART. 
 

A FEW evenings ago, Gurney opened his new Gallery at 707 Broadway. Several 
hundred persons of taste and culture were invited to assist on this interesting occasion; 
and it was one of the most brilliant assemblages of the kind ever seen in New York. It 
was literally a meeting of “fair women and brave men.” Nothing so brilliant has ever 
been witnessed in America in the artistic arrangements of the gallery, the splendor of its 
Daguerrean and Photographic collections, or the elegance of the tout ensemble. All the 
graces seemed to meet and blend in the refinement and beauty of the scene. A sumptuous 
banquet was spread, worthy to have been prepared by Soyer himself. Everything 
appropriate which wealth could purchase or fancy invent, was brought in to lend its 
enchanting embellishment. There was dancing, and music, and wit, and beauty; literature, 
art, costume—everything in fact which can throw a roseate glow of life and light over a 
scene of wealth, luxury, and taste. 

Mr. Gurney’s new marble palace of art now stands, beyond all doubt, without a rival 
in the world for its beauty, harmony, appropriateness, and splendor, for the purposes for 
which it was erected. It is moreover established in the right part of the town—on the right 
hand side of Broadway, just below the New York Hotel, and in that part of the city which 
lies midway between the St. Nicholas and the Academy of Music, which now constitutes 
the focal point of illumination in the metropolis of the western world. 
 
 
[End of text.] 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 
EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Charles Edwards Lester, editor of the publication and likely author of this text, provides 
other texts regarding Gurney. See Charles Edwards Lester, “Sunlight Paintings,” Glances 
at the Metropolis: A Hundred Illustrated Gems (New York: Isaac D. Guyer, 1854): 75; 
“Progress of the Daguerrean and Photographic Art,” Democratic Age 1:2 (November 
1858): xxxiii–xxxiv;1 “Sunlight Paintings,” Democratic Age 1:1 (October 1858): vi-vii.2 In the 
latter article, Lester freely borrows from his text in Glances at the Metropolis. 
 
1. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/P8580005_PROGRESS_DEMO-AGE_1858-11.pdf 
2. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/P8580004_GURNEY_DEMO-AGE_1858-10.pdf 
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 
without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 
truthfulness to the original text. 
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