Elizabeth Barrett, “wonderful invention of the day,” 7 December 1843
(keywords: Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Mary Russell Mitford, history of the daguerreotype, history of photography)

THE DAGUERREOTYPE: AN ARCHIVE OF SOURCE TEXTS, GRAPHICS, AND EPHEMERA
The research archive of Gary W. Ewer regarding the history of the daguerreotype
http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org

EWER ARCHIVE S8430001

Selected text from:

Manuscript letter by Elizabeth Barrett (Browning) to Mary Russell Mitford, dated 7
December 1843. (Original line breaks preserved. Used with the kind permission of
Wellesley College Library, Special Collections.)

Dec. 7, 1843
My dearest Miss Mitford, do you know
anything about that wonderful invention of
the day, called the Daguerrotype? — that is,
have you seen any portraits produced by
means of it? Think of a man sitting
down in the sun and leaving his fac simile
in all its full completion of outline and
shadow, stedfast on a plate, at the end
of a minute and a half! — The Mesmeric
disembodiment of spirits strikes one as
a degree less marvellous. And several of
these wonderful portraits . . like engravings
only exquisite and delicate beyond the work
of graver — have | seen lately — longing to
have such a memorial of every Being dear
to me in the world. It is not merely the
likeness which is precious in such cases —
but the association, and the sense of nearness
involved in the thing . . the fact of the very
shadow of the person lying there fixed for
ever! Itis the very sanctification of
portraits | think — and it is
not at all monstrous in me to say
what my brothers cry out against so
vehemently . . that | would rather have such
a memorial of one | dearly loved,
than the noblest Artist’s work every pro-
-duced. | do not say so in respect
(of disrepect) to Art, but for Love’s
sake. Will you understand? — even if
you will not agree? —
Ever your affectionate B B

page 1 of 2


http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/

[End of text.]

EDITOR’S NOTES:

This letter is indicative of the public’s fascination with the new art of daguerreian
portraiture. Barrett remarks about the fineness of the portrait, its near-magical qualities,
and especially ascribes a full sentimental value to the possession of such images.
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THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS:

The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly,
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text.

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources.

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled
without a thorough knowledge of safe use.

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain
truthfulness to the original text.
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