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Manuscript letter: 
Invitation by Mathew B. Brady dated 10 March 1853. 
(Original line breaks preserved.) 
 
 
 New York March 10th 1853, 
Editor of Literary World, 
 Dear Sir 
        You are 
respectfully invited to visit my new 
Daguerrean Gallery, over Thompson’s 
Saloon, No. 359 Broadway, next 
Monday evening at eight Oclock. 
From many year’s experience, and 
from personal inspection of the most 
celebrated Galleries of Works of Art, both 
in this country and in Europe, 
I feel assured that I have con- 
structed an establishment com- 
bining all the improvements 
known to the Art of Daguerre, 
I hope that Gentlemen of the Press 
and others who feel an interest in 
the progress of art and taste in this 
Country will favor me with 
their presence.  Very respectfully, 
  M. B. Brady. 
 
 
[End of text.] 
————————————————————————————————————————————— 
EDITOR’S NOTES: 
Horan states that the invitation was not written by Mathew Brady’s hand. See James D. 
Horan, Mathew Brady: Historian with a Camera (New York: Bonanza Books, 1955): 26 

Literary World: a Gazette for Authors, Readers, and Publishers began 6 February 
1847 under the editorship of Evert Augustus Duyckinck. George Long Duyckinck joined as 
co-editor 7 October 1848. The publication ran until 31 December 1853. As would be 
expected, a brief review of Brady’s gallery opening appears in Literary World (New York) 
12:320 (19 March 1853): 230.1 
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Another review of Brady’s gallery at 359 Broadway, with illustration of the gallery 
interior, is in “Photography.—Brady’s Daguerrean Saloon,” Illustrated News (New York) 
1:24 (1 June 1853): 384.2 

The structure at 359 Broadway, with its original facade, remains standing today. 
 
1. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/P8530007_BRADY-GAL_LIT-WORLD_1853-03-19.pdf 
2. http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/P8530003_BRADY_ILLUST-NEWS_1853-06-11.pdf 
 
 
EWER ARCHIVE S8530001 
URL: http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org/texts/S8530001_BRADY_INVITE_1853-03-10.pdf 
Document author: Gary W. Ewer 
Creation date: 2009-01-29/ Last revision: 2009-09-11 
Citation information: Manuscript invitation by Mathew B. Brady dated 10 March 1853. Collection of the 

New York Public Library. 
Prepared from: image of invitation reprinted in James D. Horan, Mathew Brady: Historian with a 

Camera (New York: Bonanza Books, 1955): 26 
Original spelling/punctuation/grammar generally maintained without correction. Any in-text corrections 

are bracketed. 
As noted below, this document is copyright. 
If citing directly from this document, please reference the Ewer Archive number and provide the 

following citation credit: 
Gary W. Ewer, ed., The Daguerreotype: an Archive of Source Texts, Graphics, and Ephemera, 
http://www.daguerreotypearchive.org 

 
THE NECESSARY DISCLAIMERS: 
The document creator has made every effort to insure the accuracy of the transcription. However, the 
information provided in this document is provided without warranty, either express or implied. The 
document creator will not be liable for any damages caused or alleged to be caused directly, 
indirectly, incidentally, or consequentially by the information provided by this text. 

The document creator assumes no responsibility for accuracy of fact; the text is prepared “as 
found.” Factual inaccuracies of the original text are generally not noted by the document creator. If 
this text is used in academic papers, accuracy should be confirmed by consulting original sources. 

The document creator also assumes no responsibility regarding the correctness, suitability, or 
safety of any chemical or photographic processes that may be described by this text. Many of the 
chemicals used in early photographic processes are extremely toxic and should not be handled 
without a thorough knowledge of safe use. 

The opinions expressed in this text are solely those of the original author and are not necessarily 
those of the Archive editor. Some texts may contain derogatory words. Any such word is certainly one 
that would not be used today. The words remain in the transcription, however, to maintain 
truthfulness to the original text. 
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